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CAMPUS

Go FIRST to aid in robotics competition held at
U
The competition’s goal is to inspire students in science and technology.

Sophomore David Cook, Mechanical Engineering major, left, Freshman Beth Burton, Astrophysics, middle,
and Fresham Renee Becker, Scientific and Technical Communications major, right, discuss the FIRST robot
competition that will take place this weekend.
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BY BRENT RENNEKE

The annual FIRST Robotics Competition will be held on

the University of Minnesota campus this weekend, but

this year the competition is receiving help from a

University student group.

Go FIRST is an Institute of Technology group composed of students who participated in the

For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology Robotics Competiton in high

school. The members are dedicated to both assisting high school students in the competition

and furthering the program as college students.

FIRST Robotics Competition’s goal is to inspire students in science and technology through

building robots from scratch. Those robots compete in regional contests where winners

advance to a national competition.
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This weekend, a regional competition will be held at both Mariucci Arena and Williams Arena,

events that Go FIRST has been preparing for since they became a student group in August.

Scientific and technical communications first-year Renee Becker, who is the president of the

group, said one of the goals for the group is to mentor area high schools participating in the

program.

Astrophysics first-year Beth Burton said the desire to do this came from the impact mentors

made on them when they were part of the program.

“I feel that my mentors taught me so much,” Burton said. “It made me want to do that for

other kids.”

David Cook, mechanical engineering sophomore, said he wanted to make sure high school

students get the same experience he did.

“I really appreciated the hands-on experience I got from the program,” Cook said. “I wanted to

help other people get that same chance.”

The desire to give back led to students mentoring kids with the technical, marketing and

presentation aspects of FIRST, according to Becker.

Burton said there is a lot more to FIRST than the engineering behind building a robot.

“There are a lot of teamwork things that you have to cover,” Burton said.

One of the ways the program goes beyond the technical aspects is the chairman’s report, which

is a report the students write detailing what the team has done to promote FIRST in the

community.

Burton said she mentored Woodbury High School in writing this report.

“I gave them tips on things you can say and how to organize it,” Burton said. “We e-mailed

back and forth a lot.”

Cook is currently working on training materials for high school students, detailing pneumatics,

which is commonly used in the robots to cause mechanical motion with pressurized gas.

Becker said other members of the group have mentored the students in the necessary electrical

engineering for the robots.

Mark Lawrence, planning committee chairman for FIRST in Minnesota, said Go FIRST is vital

in bringing the past culture into the program. It is a culture that emphasizes cooperation as

much as competition.

“Although this is a competitive program, everybody shares everything with everyone else,”

Lawrence said. “During the building period, students will post on the Internet what they are

doing with their robot.”

Lawrence said that along with mentoring, the program depends on Go FIRST to volunteer at

this weekend’s regional.

“With their experience, they can come in without training and be very productive,” Lawrence

said.

Becker, who will be an assistant volunteer coordinator this weekend, said the group wants to

grow larger to have a greater number of experienced volunteers at the regional competition.
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“We want to see the group get bigger so we can reach out to more teams in the area and make

more of an impact at the Minnesota regional,” Becker said.

Contributing to the greater need of volunteers is the rapid growth of FIRST, according to

Lawrence, who said the program went from having two teams in the state four years ago to

105 teams attending this year’s competition.

Lawrence said it takes over 250 volunteers to run the competition.

RELATED CONTENT

McGinnis named as new CTS director
Canvassers cover campus, businesses complain
Northrop area nominated as historical site
Minn. Future Doctors’ first class to begin medical school in fall
Fees Committee members selected

Showing 0 comments
Sort by Popular now    Subscribe by email   Subscribe by RSS

Add New Comment

NEWS
Campus
Metro & State
Nation
World
Politics
Projects

OPINION
Editorials
Columns
Letters to the Editor
Cartoons

SPORTS
Baseball
Men's Basketball
Women's Basketball
Briefs
Cross Country
Features
Football
Men's Golf
Women's Golf
Gymnastics
Men's Hockey
Women's Hockey
Rowing
Soccer
Softball
Stadium
Men's Swimming
Women's Swimming
Men's Tennis
Women's Tennis
Track & Field
Volleyball
Wrestling

A&E
Art
Fashion
Film
Food
Music
Theater
Weekend

BACKTALK
Dr. Date
Overheard
Network
Crossword Solutions
Sudoku Solutions

MULTIMEDIA
Photos
Featured Photos
Slideshows
Videos

BLOGS
A&E Blog
Filed Under Politics
The Newsstand
Tech Corner
Through the Lens
Unfit for Print
Upon Further Review

BUSINESS
Advertise with Us
Business Center
Buy Textbooks
Classifieds
Promotions

ARCHIVES
PDF Archives
Stories Calendar

ABOUT US
Who We Are
History
Leadership
Awards

AFFILIATES
CampusAve
Text Links

TWITTER
mndailynews
mndailyae
mndailysports
mndailypromos
mndailynetwork

RSS FEEDS
Main RSS
News
Sports
Opinion
A&E
Multimedia
Blogs
Backtalk

TODAY'S DAILY (PDF)

 SERVING THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA COMMUNITY SINCE 1900 ALL CONTENT © 1900 - 2010 THE MINNESOTA DAILY

ABOUT  ADVERTISE WITH US  CONTACT  JOBS  PRIVACY  SYNDICATE  TERMS OF USE  ALUMNI

POST AS …

http://www.mndaily.com/2010/07/14/mcginnis-named-new-cts-director
http://www.mndaily.com/2010/07/14/canvassers-cover-campus-businesses-complain
http://www.mndaily.com/2010/07/14/northrop-area-nominated-historical-site
http://www.mndaily.com/2010/07/14/minn-future-doctors%E2%80%99-first-class-begin-medical-school-fall
http://www.mndaily.com/2010/07/14/fees-committee-members-selected
http://www.mndaily.com/2010/03/31/go-first-aid-robotics-competition-held-u#
http://mndaily.disqus.com/go_first_to_aid_in_robotics_competition_held_at_u/latest.rss
http://www.mndaily.com/news
http://www.mndaily.com/news/campus
http://www.mndaily.com/news/metro-state
http://www.mndaily.com/news/nation
http://www.mndaily.com/news/world
http://www.mndaily.com/news/politics
http://www.mndaily.com/news/projects
http://www.mndaily.com/opinion
http://www.mndaily.com/opinion/editorials
http://www.mndaily.com/opinion/columns
http://www.mndaily.com/opinion/letters-editor
http://www.mndaily.com/opinion/cartoons
http://www.mndaily.com/sports
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/baseball
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/mens-basketball
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/womens-basketball
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/briefs
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/cross-country
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/features
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/football
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/mens-golf
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/womens-golf
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/gymnastics
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/mens-hockey
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/womens-hockey
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/rowing
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/soccer
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/softball
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/stadium
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/mens-swimming-diving
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/womens-swimming-diving
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/mens-tennis
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/womens-tennis
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/track-field
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/volleyball
http://www.mndaily.com/sports/wrestling
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment/art
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment/fashion
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment/film
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment/food
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment/music
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment/theater
http://www.mndaily.com/arts-entertainment/weekend
http://www.mndaily.com/backtalk
http://www.mndaily.com/backtalk/dr-date
http://www.mndaily.com/backtalk/overheard
http://www.mndaily.com/backtalk/network
http://www.mndaily.com/backtalk/crossword-solutions
http://www.mndaily.com/backtalk/sudoku-solutions
http://www.mndaily.com/multimedia
http://www.mndaily.com/multimedia/photos
http://www.mndaily.com/multimedia/featured-photos
http://www.mndaily.com/multimedia/slideshows
http://www.mndaily.com/multimedia/videos
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs/ae
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs/filed-under-politics
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs/-newsstand
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs/tech-corner
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs/through-lens
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs/unfit-print
http://www.mndaily.com/blogs/upon-further-review
http://www.mndaily.com/media-kit
http://www.mndaily.com/resources/business-center
http://www.mndaily.com/resources/textbooks
http://www.mndaily.com/classifieds
http://www.mndaily.com/promotions
http://www.mndaily.com/archives
http://www.mndaily.com/archives/pdfs
http://www.mndaily.com/archives/stories-calendar
http://www.mndaily.com/about
http://www.mndaily.com/about/who-we-are
http://www.mndaily.com/about/history
http://www.mndaily.com/about/leadership
http://www.mndaily.com/about/awards
http://www.campusave.com/
http://www.campusblvd.com/
http://www.twitter.com/mndailynews
http://www.twitter.com/mndailyae
http://www.twitter.com/mndailysports
http://www.twitter.com/mndailypromos
http://www.twitter.com/mndailynetwork
http://www.mndaily.com/rss
http://www.mndaily.com/rss/news
http://www.mndaily.com/rss/sports
http://www.mndaily.com/rss/opinion
http://www.mndaily.com/rss/ae
http://www.mndaily.com/rss/multimedia
http://www.mndaily.com/rss/blogs
http://www.mndaily.com/rss/backtalk
http://www.mndaily.com/archives/pdfs/2010/07/14
http://www.mndaily.com/archives/pdfs/2010/07/14
http://www.mndaily.com/about
http://www.mndaily.com/mediakit
http://www.mndaily.com/contact
http://www.mndaily.com/jobs
http://www.mndaily.com/privacy
http://www.mndaily.com/rss
http://www.mndaily.com/terms-use
http://www.mndailyalumni.com/
http://www.mndaily.com/2010/03/31/go-first-aid-robotics-competition-held-u#

